
College Entrance Exams:  

What Do Sophomores 

Need to Know? 

 



What are College Entrance Exams? 

Â Entrance exams are used by colleges for admission, 

advising/placement, majors, scholarship and 

recognition programs, and to identify studentsõ needs 

for special help. 

Â Students who will be attending a junior college prior to 

attending a 4 year university do NOT have to take a 

college entrance exam.  They are not required for 

admission and most junior colleges have their own 

placement exams. 

 



Compass Test  

Â One placement exam that is used in place of the ACT is 

the Compass test given by Johnson County Community 

College.  This is a free test that is given by appointment.  

This test takes approximately 2 hours.  Many students 

will choose to take the Compass test if they are 

enrolling in a junior college directly after high school. 



What are the most common college 

entrance exams? 

ÂPSAT (Preliminary Scholastic Aptitude Test):  
recommended for all college-bound juniors.  
This is the qualifying test for National Merit 
Scholarships.  Freshmen and Sophomores may 
choose to take this exam for practice although 
their scores do not count.  This exam is given 
once a year in October.   



What are the most common college 

entrance exams? 

ÂSAT (Scholastic Aptitude Test):  a requirement 

for colleges found mostly on the east and west 

coasts.  Students are tested over critical reading, 

mathematical, and writing skills.  It is a 3 hour, 

20 minute test with 10 sections, one of which is 

a 25 minute essay.  Scores range from 200-800 

points in each area with 1500  cumulative being 

an average score. 



SAT cont.  

Test days for the SAT offered at ONW: 

Â October 1 

Â December 3 

Â January 28  

Â June 2  

**Tests are on Saturdays and offered on approximately 
the same dates every year. 



What are the most common college 

entrance exams? 

ÂACT (The American College Test):  consists of 

4 tested areasñEnglish, math, reading, and 

science reasoning.  A writing section is also part 

of the test but is optional for students to take.  

Scores range from 0-36 with a 21 being an 

average score.  A score of 21 is one of the 

requirements for entrance into a Kansas state 

regents university (KU, KSU, PSU, ESU, WSU, 

FHSU).   



ACT cont. 

ACT test dates offered at ONW: 

ÂSeptember 10 

ÂOctober 22  

ÂDecember 10  

ÂFebruary 11  

ÂApril 14  

ÂJune 9 

****Tests are on Saturdays and offered on 

approximately the same dates every year. 

 


